Edited by Adrian Pabst

The Good Life in Common

Europe beyond the crisis
of instrumental reason

Reflections by Card. Scola and leading MEPs

ERAL
S,

&

SIUDLUY,
AaNvo®

VengTi®
MARCIANUM PRESS



ASSET

SCHOOL FOR ADVANCED STUDIES SOCIETY ECONOMY THEOLOGY
Studies on plural Society

© 2011, Marcianum Press, Venezia.
Marcianum Press S.r.l.

Dorsoduro | - 30123 Venezia

Tel. 041.2960608 - Fax 041.2419658

marcianumpress@marcianum.it
www.marcianumpress.it

Impaginazione e grafica: Linotipia Antoniana (Padova)

Progetto e grafica di copertina: Giuseppe Gonella

ISBN 978-88-6512-083-5



Table of Content

Presentation .............. ... ... ... ... 5

CHAPTER 1:

The Whole Breadth of Reason: facing

the challenge of European political identity

By Cardinal Angelo Scola ........................ 13

CHAPTER 2:

Europe’s Christian Polity:

mutuality, reciprocity and solidarity

By Adrian Pabst ................................. 37

CHAPTER 3:

Europe’s Moral Compass: the threat

of relativism and the importance

of Christian humanism

Interview with Jaime Mayor Oreja MEP . ...... .. 69

CHAPTER 4:

On the Anthropological Reasons

for Europe’s Current Crisis

Interview with Mario Mauro MEP ............... 91



CHAPTER 5:

The Significance of Social Market Economy

and Europe’s Christian roots

Interview with Hans-Gert Pottering MEP .. ... .. 103

CHAPTER 6:

Mutual Responsibility: the priority of the
common good over common interests

Interview with Jan Olbrycht MEP ................ 121

CHAPTER 7:
The Spectre of Nationalism and the
Importance of Supranational Community

Interview with Sylvie Goulard MEP .............. 147
ASSET Presentation ........................... 183
ASSET Publications ........................... 187



Presentation

This book is the outcome of a project
launched by ASSET, the School for Advanced
Studies on Society, Economy and Theology based
at the Studium Generale Marcianum in Venice.
Entitled ‘Beyond the Crisis: Political and Econom-
ic Reason in European Politics’, this project
analyses the complex links between rationality,
politics and economics in Europe following the
crisis of 2008-9. One of the key objectives is to
explore how to develop and foster reasonable
practices in Europe’s economy and political sys-
tem - with a special focus on debates and poli-
cy-making in the European Parliament.

Why reason? The current crisis is a crisis of
‘economic reason’. There was too much reliance
on supposedly ‘rational expectations’ or ‘efficient
markets’ and too little consideration for the in-
trinsic value of reason as a whole - not just the
sort of instrumental rationality that dominated
politics and the economy for much of the twen-
tieth century. That is why Cardinal Angelo Scola
has rightly remarked that “[t]he 2008 global fi-
nancial crisis came after a long period of “slum-
bering reason”: agents, pressed by the aim of





